Open Access Authorization for Thesis or Dissertation
The University of South Carolina is committed to digital open access of information. Open access allows
for broader dissemination of information throughout the world. Promoting greater access to scholarly
work and the accomplishments of the students, faculty, and staff of the University to support and promote
scholarship is an integral part of our mission as a university.
To honor our commitment, an institutional repository was established through the Thomas Cooper
Library in the spring 2010 academic term. All theses and dissertations submitted electronically beginning
in the fall of 2009 must be available in an open access format in this repository. A basic function of
libraries, including university libraries, is to provide free access to their collections in order to support and
promote scholarship. Putting electronic theses and dissertations with a private company behind a paywall
limits access to public records. Our electronic repository allows the University of South Carolina to
maintain control and responsibility for its own records, provide free access, and not rely on a private
company to maintain its public records.
On occasion, there is a need for delayed release, commonly referred to as an embargo. An embargo may
be appropriate for some types of creative work, intellectual property with commercial implications,
politically sensitive materials and limited other types of work. Embargo requests for theses or
dissertations must be recommended for approval by the thesis or dissertation committee and be supported
by the graduate director of the academic unit. Embargo requests must be submitted with a memo of
justification to the Graduate School for final approval BEFORE final submission of the thesis or
dissertation. Additional information on embargoes can be obtained from the Graduate School.
My signature below indicates that I understand the University of South Carolina commitment to digital
open access of information and I hereby authorize the inclusion of my thesis or dissertation in the
electronic repository selected by the University. This authorization for inclusion may be modified by a
formal embargo application that is submitted BEFORE the final submission of my thesis or dissertation
and as approved by my thesis or dissertation committee, supported by my academic unit graduate director
and by the dean of the Graduate School.
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